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1.
Age:  16 years of age or older

2.
Reliability:  Regular attendance insures that each participant gets his/her turn and that the program tasks are completed promptly.

3.
Punctuality:  Prompt insures each participant his/her full lesson and the associated enjoyment.

4.
Physical Fitness:  We care about your well-being and safety, too, and ask that you be in good health and know your limits.  Walking/running in deep sand is required for all classes.

5.
Sensible and Comfortable Clothing:  Loose clothing and a flat-soled, secured shoe or boots are important for your comfort and safety in the deep sand footing of the arenas.  

6.
Alertness and Anticipation:  Awareness of subtle signs, as well as major changes, insures better feedback to the rider and the instructor.  Be prepared for the unexpected to happen.

7.
Empathy:  Sensitivity and caring for participants (not pity) enhances the recreational and therapeutic benefits of the program.

8.
Horse Sense:  Knowledge of horses is an advantage, although you can be an excellent volunteer with little previous horse experience.

9.
Patience:  Participants need the time and opportunity to independently follow the instructions given by you and the instructor.  If the participant has difficulty, demonstrate the task and then let the participant try again.

10.
Common Sense:  Common sense is your best guide in working with participants.  If you are ever in doubt, ask the instructor.

11.
Confidentiality:  Respect all information given to you to assist a participant, which shall remain private and confidential.

12.
Use of Drugs and Alcohol is Prohibited and is grounds for immediate dismissal.  

13.
Inappropriate Advances toward participants are unacceptable and will be grounds for immediate dismissal.  (Volunteers ARE NOT to assist participants in bathrooms; ask parents or caregivers to assist the participant.)  

14.
Abuse of animals, participants, staff, and other volunteers will not be permitted and is grounds for immediate dismissal.

Remember that each person with a disability...

...
is a totally unique person, despite the label applied by their disability;

...
is a person first, and an individual with a disability last;

...
has the same right as anyone to fail, to fall, to cry;

...
must be allowed to find his or her own manner of doing things; and

...
has limitless potential for becoming not what we desire, but what they desire.
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